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struction, and the symmetry of its lines, exemplifies the per-
fection in such architecture then attained in Tuscany, though
now unattainable anywhere.50 Part of the reason why it
pleases the eye so much is that its curve is that technically
known as a "catenary/7 being that taken by a chain suspended
from supports at both ends, a curve which is neither that of
an ellipse or of any other geometrical figure, but special to
that particular case.

In June 1558 Piero Strozzi, the eldest of Filippo Strozzi Js
three sons, was killed at the taking of Thionville. He had
spent a large part of his life in warring against Cosimo and
endeavouring to exact vengeance for his father's death, and
had become one of the most experienced generals of the time*
He had spent many years in France, where he was highly
thought of by Catherine de' Medici, and was protected by
her against the attempts which Cosimo made on his life.
Cosimo constantly tried to have him assassinated,1"'1 but
Strozzi never retaliated in the same way; and at his death
Cosimo spoke of him with honour, affirming that Strozzi
had ever acted against him "con la visiera aperta," and that
"Italy had lost in him one of her principal gentlemen": no
small tribute from so vindictive an enemy as Cosimo. In the
same year the latter gave his daughter Isabella, then sixteen,
in marriage to Paolo Giordano Orsini, Prince of Bracciano,
and his daughter Lucrezia, then fifteen, to Alfonso, the eldest
son of Ercole II, Duke of Ferrara,62 instead of her sister
Maria, whose untimely death had prevented a similar alliance.
In November of this year Mary Tudor died, and her sister
Elizabeth succeeded her as Queen of England.

The year 1559 was an important one for Europe. In Febru-
ary (four months before Henry IPs sudden death at the
tournament in Paris 53) the treaty of Cateau-Cambresis be-
tween Henry II, Philip II, and Queen Elizabeth put an end
to the war in which France, Spain, and England had been
engaged, and closed the long struggle between the two former